WONDERLAND:
BOY CHEERLEADERS

BBC29pm

This charming documentary
follows the boys of the DAZL
Diamonds in Leeds as they
prepare for the UK cheerleading
championships, where they'll be
the only all-boy team. The film
switches between showing the
kids hard at work as they train
and looking into their home lives.

They all talk candldly about the

ridicule many of them have faced
— though as one child, Joe, points
out, some of the name-callers
changed their mind when they
faced him on the rugby pitch.
There are moments when it
feels like a spoof (such as head
coach lan urging the boys to
perfect their routine before
appearing on TV with Basil
Brush) but the commitment
of all involved shines through.
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Boy Cheerleaders
Wednesday, BBC2, 9pm e LA
Wonderland returns with a Billy Elliot-esque film about =
the fortunes of Leeds-based DAZL Diamonds,

Britain’s first all-boy cheerleading squad. Cameras

follow the boys as they prepare to take on teams of

girls in the National Cheerleading Championships.

Towin the prize, they will need to overcome teasing

from their classmates and gruelling training sessions

under the watchful eye of their coach.
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Did
you
know..?

Cheerleadingbeganin
Americain the 1890s
- asalargelymale
activity. Today,

97 percentof the
world’s four million

; cheerleaders
are female.




